February 15, 2011

now since Republicans assumed control
of the House of Representatives, and
we have yet to see a single job-creation
bill brought to the House floor.

Indeed, just last week we spent
roughly 10 hours debating a primary
function of Congress, that of congres-
sional oversight, something we already
do. Yet still no legislation brought for-
ward to spur job creation.

But while the Republican Congress
has yet to bring forward a jobs agenda,
they have found plenty of time to bring
forward an extreme anti-woman agen-
da. Just recently we saw the introduc-
tion of H.R. 3, legislation that origi-
nally sought to redefine the definition
of rape. Yes, that’s right, legislation
that would change rape from acting
without a woman’s consent to instead
require women to prove force was used
in order to prove rape.

It remains to be seen whether Repub-
licans working on this legislation have
shelved their plans to redefine rape and
whether they will revise the language
in H.R. 3. Still, 163 Republicans signed
on as cosponsors of the bill with the
forcible rape language included.

But the extreme anti-woman agenda
doesn’t stop with attempting to rede-
fine rape. This week the House will
vote on an amendment introduced by
Representative MIKE PENCE that would
eliminate family planning and life-
saving preventive care to millions of
individuals each year. Mr. PENCE’S
amendment does this by eliminating
title X funding.

Since 1970, the title X family plan-
ning program has been a key compo-
nent of our Nation’s health care infra-
structure and an essential element in
the winning strategy to reduce unin-
tended pregnancies. Efforts to cut the
title X program would take away fund-
ing from essential women’s health care
providers like Planned Parenthood.

Today, title X serves over 5 million
low-income individuals every year. In
every State, women and men rely on
title X for basic primary and preven-
tive health care, including annual
exams, lifesaving cancer screenings,
contraception, and testing and treat-
ment for sexually transmitted diseases.

In fact, in 2009 alone, title X pro-
viders performed 2.2 million Pap tests,
2.3 million breast exams, and over 6
million tests for sexually transmitted
diseases including nearly 1 million HIV
tests.

And preventive care isn’t limited to
cancer screenings and education on
how to avoid STDs. Title X actually re-
duces the number of abortions. In fact,
title X services help prevent nearly 1
million unintended pregnancies each
year, almost half of which would other-
wise end in abortion.

Planned Parenthood and the title X
program provide vital family planning
services which help improve the life of
the mother and the child. Indeed, fam-
ily planning keeps women and children
healthy. Studies have shown that when
women have better access to family
planning, it leads to healthier out-
comes for both mother and child.
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When women plan their pregnancies,
they are more likely to seek prenatal
care, improving their own health and
the health of their children. In fact, ac-
cess to family planning is directly
linked to declines in maternal and in-
fant mortality rates.

Eliminating the national family plan
program will result in millions of
women across the country losing ac-
cess to basic primary and preventative
health care and to the providers that
offer these services. Without title X,
more women will experience unin-
tended pregnancies and face poten-
tially life-threatening cancer and other
diseases that could have been pre-
vented.

The simple fact is that this proposal
is anti-woman and anti-family.

Now, I know that we’re all interested
in finding ways to cut Federal spend-
ing, and Representative PENCE’s
amendment to eliminate funding for
title X is framed in the context of fis-
cal responsibility.

But even more important than cut-
ting spending is asking the question,
are we reducing the deficit? Unfortu-
nately, the answer to whether the
Pence amendment would also cut the
deficit is ‘‘no.” That’s because title X
actually saves taxpayer dollars. Since
many of the patients served by title X
are on Medicaid, preventative care like
cancer screenings and contraceptive
counseling actually means fewer costs
to the taxpayer in the long run. Indeed,
for every public dollar invested in fam-
ily planning, $3.74 is saved in Medicaid-
related costs. That’s savings to both
Federal and State governments.

Every year, Planned Parenthood
works tirelessly to help to improve the
health of communities across this
country. Efforts to undermine the title
X program and this essential health
care provider are not only reckless,
they are also anti-woman, anti-child,
and anti-taxpayer.

Can we please stop the relentless at-
tack on women, stop pursuing the divi-
sive anti-woman legislation and focus
on job creation and spurring economic
growth once and for all?

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

H803

You, Lord God, are our beginning and
our end. For us to be aware of this
leads to gratitude and petition.

So we praise and thank You for all
the blessings of the past which bring us
to this present moment.

We seek Your continued guidance
and wisdom to accomplish great deeds
in Your Holy Name and give You glory
both now and forever.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 I-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———————

RETURN TO FISCAL SANITY

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this week marks an important turning
point in restoring fiscal sanity to our
country as we begin consideration of a
measure that will reduce Federal
spending by over $100 billion. Many
Members of Congress committed to
this reduction, which would return
Federal spending to 2008 pre-stimulus
levels. This is more than just a prom-
ise, Mr. Speaker; this is fundamental
to the health of our economy and the
future security of our Nation.

The consideration of spending cuts
must be careful and deliberate. The
budget of every department must be
scrutinized while keeping in mind the
promises made to our constituents,
mine in the Eighth District of Pennsyl-
vania and the millions of Americans
who showed concern with our growing
deficit.

It is notable that, for the first time,
this resolution will be considered under
an open rule to allow this process to be
collaborative. I am sure at times it will
be trying, but I am looking forward to
working with my colleagues towards
the collective goal of reducing our def-
icit.

The Federal deficit did not get out of
hand overnight, and it certainly will
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